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pleased God to support this company, (of which onely one man
died of a maladie inveterate, and long infested): the rest kept
together in reasonable contentment and concord, beginning con-
tinuing, and ending the voyage, which none els did accomplish,
either not pleased with the action, or impatient of wants, or
prevented by death.
Thus have I delivered the contents of the enterprise and last
action of sir Humfrey Gilbert knight, faithfully, for so much as
I thought meete to be published: wherein may alwaies appeare,
Constan- (though he be extinguished) some sparkes of his vertues, he
deinsir remaining firme and resolute in a purpose by all pretence
honest and godly, as was this, to discover, possesse, and to re-
duce unto the service of God, and Christian pietie, those remote
and heathen Countreys of America, not actually possessed by
Christians, and most rightly appertaining unto the Crowne of
England: unto the which, as his zeale deserveth high commen-
dation: even so, he may justly be taxed of temeritie and pre-
sumption (rather) in two respects.
His             First, when yet there was onely probabilitie, not a certaine
tementie g, determinate place of habitation selected, neither any demon-
sumption. stration of commoditie there in esse, to induce his followers:
nevertheles, he both was too prodigall of his owne patrimony,
and too careles of other mens expences, to imploy both his and
their substance upon a ground imagined good. The which fall-
ing, very like his associates were promised, and made it their
best reckoning to bee salved some other way, which pleased not
God to prosper in his first and great preparation.
Secondly, when by his former preparation he was enfeebled
of abilitie and credit, to performe his designements, as it were
impatient to abide in expectation better opportunitie and
meanes, which God might raise, he thrust himselfe againe into
the action, for which he was not fit, presuming the cause pre-
tended in Gods behalfe, would carie him to the desired ende.
Into which, having thus made reentrie, he could not yeeld
againe to withdraw, though hee sawe no encouragement to pro-
ceed, lest his credite foyled in his first attempt, in a second
should utterly be disgraced. Betweene extremities, hee made a
right adventure, putting all to God and good fortune, and which